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BY: BARBARA LEO
NEPAS CONSERVATION CHAIR
What is COP26 anyway?....it stands for
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‘Conference of the Parties’.

For nearly 30 years the UN has been bringing
countries together to address the issues and
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effects of a changing climate. This conference is
the 26th gathering and is the most urgent for
finding agreeable and equitable solutions to our rising global temperatures. All the goals
agreed to in the 2015 Paris Agreement which, based on
scientific data, limited temperature rise to 1.5 degrees
celesius (2.7degrees F) are not being achieved. Current data
indicates that the next 10 years are crucial to limit global
warming before catastrophes that we have been
experiencing during the last 2 years are common occurrences
and out of control.
What has been the outcome of the current meetings and has
the agreement reached on November 13, 2021 achieved its
goals? These were (1) strengthening and increasing
commitments to reduce greenhouse emissions, (2) increasing
global finances to find and use clean energy to reduce and
eliminate fossil fuels, (3) address loss and damage to those
countries experiencing the most damage from heat waves,
sea rise, flooding and fires. Are they achievable considering
the challenges that each of the 197 countries face from the
widely diverse citizenry?
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Climate Change cont.
Let us have hope that we can make a difference in our own lives because the COP26
agreement, just reached, does not meet the goals entirely. We must keep the
pressure on our elected representatives and tell them that scientific data is fast
predicting that our humanity is on the line and we must act for the common good of
us all. This is not about politics it is about saving our future.

I would recommend that

for anyone who is still skeptical of the science, that you watch a Netflix documentary
Breaking Boundaries: The Science of Our Planet narrated by Richard Attenborough.
This film is the product of what happens when 126 Nobel Laureates issued an
emergency call from scienceto humanity, calling for reason, truth and humanism in
the transformation towards an equitable and prosperous future in a safe operating
space. It is about the hope that if we act together for that common end, we can
save our humanity.

NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Well looks like another year has flown by.
The years seem to go by faster and faster
the older we get. It’s hard to believe that
2021 marked the 50th anniversary of NEPAS.
Once again COVID-19 provided many
programing challenges but we overcame
them and became very adept with
technology. Zoom meetings and social
media provided us the ability to continue
many of our scheduled programs and when
safe we held in person programs.
Because of the generous support of members, family, and friends we continue to
provide a college scholarship and summer camp scholarship despite not being able to
have our Annual Craft Fair.
Please stay connected through our Audubon website where you will find upcoming
programs and events that we are offering in 2022.
I and the NEPAS Board of Directors would like to wish you all a safe, healthy,
peaceful, and Happy New Year to all of you and your families.
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2022 NEPA AUDUBON
PROGRAMS/FIELD TRIPS
Due to the ongoing pandemic, we have not scheduled many
events for the first part of 2022. For announcements of new
activities, please check our website, www.nepaaudubon.org, as
well as our social media platforms at Facebook (@NEPAaudubon)
and Instagram (@NEPA_Audubon).
Now through April 30: PROJECT FEEDER WATCH
A citizen science project in which you can participate immediately! Check this website for details:
https://feederwatch.org/
There is a fee to participate, with proceeds going to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, but it gives
you the chance to help benefit the lives of the birds you love!
(For another citizen science project in which you can participate immediately, please visit
https://celebrateurbanbirds.org/ and learn about the Celebrate Urban Birds project! (another
activity of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology))

January 14 to February 8: WINTER RAPTOR SURVEY
The Winter Raptor Survey monitors winter raptor (hawks, falcons, vultures) populations by
conducting roadside surveys in mid-winter. Participants create their own route and drive it once,
counting all of the raptors seen. For information, see:
https://pabirds.org/index.php/projects/winter-raptor-survey-wrs

February 18-21: GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT.

Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon dawn to dusk. Count birds in

your back yard for Citizen Science in Cornell’s important national survey! For all the information on
how to participate, check out their website at http://gbbc.birdcount.org/

April 13: SPRING BIRD MIGRATION PRESENTATION via ZOOM:

6:30 pm start.

Live Zoom Conference Call with Barb Leo, Conservation Chair of NEPA Audubon.
Learn about the migration pattern of birds as they move north each spring, returning from their
wintering quarters far to the south. Barb will use maps to show where the birds travel and how you
can follow the progress of their migration.
This program is free, but registration required. To register, go to the calendar on our website,
http://www.nepaaudubon.org/.
If you can’t attend the call live, you will have the opportunity to watch the video of the
presentation afterwards. Check our website (http://www.nepaaudubon.org/) for a link to the
video.

May 7: BIRD WALK AT LACAWAC SANCTUARY .

Begins at 8:00 a.m. Meet at the EE Center.

We’ll explore the area around the Lacawac Sanctuary, looking for birds setting up their nests as
well as migrants just passing through on their way farther north. There is a good chance the
Ospreys will be back on their nest, woodpeckers should be active in the trees, warblers singing
throughout the woods… The Northeast PA Audubon Society’s expert birders will help you see and
hear plenty of birds this morning! We recommend you bring binoculars. To register, call
570.689.9494
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NEPA Audubon Society
PO Box 711
Honesdale, PA 18431
Phone: (570) 253-9250
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MY TIME AT HOG ISLAND
My experience with the Hog Island Audubon camp scholarship was a truly magnificent one. Upon arriving
at the sanctuary, we were escorted on a boat to the island by staff who were already pointing out
seabirds as we went. We set up our room which had a well-stocked lab right downstairs. From there, our
week was packed with enlightening and fascinating activities both in the lab, on the water, and outdoors
across the island. Among my particular favorite activities were guided hikes and nature walks in the
woods. These were exciting because the instructors there were able to find and teach about all the
interesting organisms along the way. Each hike was not at all a passive walk, but a journey in pursuit of
knowledge. If we saw something we couldn't recognize, we collectively figured it out. Another thing that
stood out about our trip was exploring the bioluminescent plankton in the bay at night. The Muscongus
Bay is filled with tiny plankton that emit light when agitated. We studied these in the velvet darkness of
night and it was truly a sight to behold. The highlight of every Hog Island camper's visit is boating to
Eastern Egg Rock Island to see the puffin colony initiated by Dr. Steve Kress in the 1970s. On this
particular occasion, Dr. Kress was at camp with us and gave a lecture about his tenacious attempts to
bring back the beloved species. As we slowly boated around Eastern Egg Rock, we saw multitudes of
seabirds - the adorable puffins among them. I took it all in, knowing what a rare experience it is to be
there among great scientists and enthusiasts. My Hog Island trip was something that will stay with me
throughout my life. Not only did I have amazing, hands-on education that I would never have gotten
otherwise, I learned how to be curious. I learned how to constantly be looking around me for things to
explore. I was inspired by the instructors to take an interest and follow it as far as I can go, to become an
expert in something. The experience prompted me to join my school's Envirothon team and to begin
educating others about conservation. The Audubon scholarship was a massive blessing and truly changed
my life. Thank you.

BY: EMILY NEPAS SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
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